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Exactly where I want to be,
doing what I want to do

Where are you right now in your career?

Where I want to be, doing what 
I want to do, but not receiving 
compensation or recognition

Receiving appropriate 
compensation, but not 

doing what I want to do

Not at all where I want to 
be and I’m taking the 

next steps to get there

I don’t know where
I want to be but it’s 

not where I am now

Where are you right now in your career?

I’m where I want to be, doing what I want to do I’m not where I want to be
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I’m afraid to fail. These days, 
I’d prefer to play it safe and 

keep my head down

I’m my own worst enemy –
I need to have more 

confidence in myself and 
ask for what I want
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Hang on and stay relevant

Your primary career goal right now is to:

Retire within two years

Start my own business

I’m not willing to 
make the tradeo�s

I can’t a�ord to take the 
financial risk

Find a new job in the 
industry

Find a new job outside 
the industry

What is the biggest barrier to your success?
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Lack of sponsors to 
advocate for me and 

provide opportunities
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3%

14%

5%

40%

38%
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Quit your job
tomorrow

Continue working in your 
current capacity

Choose another career track

Start dreaming about 
what’s possible

If your financial plan showed that you could stop working 
and be fine financially, you would:

I kept it in a
cash account

I invested it for 
the long term

I spent it

I gifted it to a charity 
or a family member

What did you do with most of your latest bonus, after tax?

I paid down debt
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3%

11%
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Do you serve on a corporate board (public or private)?

Yes

No, I’m working 
on this now

No, I’m contemplating 
this and want help

No, this isn’t for me

No, I’m not interested 
or able at this time
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Yes, a mentor through
a formal program at my firm

Yes, an informal mentor, 
in my firm

Yes, an informal mentor, 
outside of my firm

A mentor isn't enough. 
I have a sponsor too

I have neither a 
mentor nor a sponsor

Given the changes on Wall Street since 2008, do you think there
are ____________ opportunities for women to advance to the most
senior positions in our industry?

Do you have a mentor and/or a sponsor (someone who 
advocates for you)?

More

Fewer

The same
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$2-3MM of invested assets

What's "your number?" You know, the amount you need to sustain
your desired lifestyle?

$4-6MM

More than $10MM

$7-9MM

How did you figure out your number?

Wall Street Women Forum 2021 Live Survey Results

Rigorous analysis

It feels good

It’s bigger than my shoe size

Just a guess

I asked RegentAtlantic
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Over the next two years, your cash compensation is likely 
to be:

What might hold you back from making a career transition?
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Higher

Lower

The same 38%

24%

38%
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Nothing - I just moved into
something new or I’m really

happy where I am

Fear of failure

Financial Anxiety

Not the right time for 
me/my family

I may not love what 
I’m doing now but 

will coast for a while
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One of our Forum speakers shared this advice at the start of the
pandemic: “Don’t let this crisis go by without finding your own
clarity. Note what is important to you.” What impact has the pandemic
had on what’s most important to you?
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I plan to retire sooner/later

I want to change my job

I am re-thinking where I live 
(and/or work?)

Ugh, I don't know what I 
can a�ord to do and want 

help figuring this out

No change of 
priorities

What is your number one concern as you ponder your 
future career?



The one stretch I want to make this year is to:
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